Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 DARES 01916 041039Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /089W 

016779 041043Z/16 

P R 040920Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8498 
USICA WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAR ES SALAAM 1916 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

USICA FOR USINFO - PGM/RC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, SOPN. RH, TZ 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: TANZANIAN MEDIA COMMENTARY ON HOVE 
EPISODE 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1 . SUMMARY. TANGOV-CONTROLLED MEDIA HAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE 
ATTENTION TO DISMISSAL OF BYRON HOVE AS CO-MINISTER OF JUSTICE, 
LAW AND ORDER IN SALISBURY REGIME. PRESS EDITORIAL TREATMENT 
OF HOVE EPISODE REFLECTS TANGOV VIEW THAT SALISBURY SETTLEMENT 
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IS A SHAM AND THAT ITS COLLAPSE IS INEVITABLE. SITHOLE AND 
CHIRAU WERE DESCRIBED AS PUPPETS WHO COLLABORATED IN HOVE'S 
DISMISSAL. SOME HOPE, HOWEVER, WAS STILL HELD OUT FOR MUZOREWA. 

END SUMMARY. 
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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

2. EDITORIAL IN GOVERNMENT-OWNED DAILY NEWS OF APRIL 27 

WAS CRITICAL OF HOVE FOR DOING NO MORE THAN COMPLAINING THAT 
OUTLOOK OF RHODESIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES DID NOT 
REFLECT THE ’BROAD INTERESTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY.” 

"OUR YOUNG MINISTER" SHOULD HAVE TAKEN "THE INITIATIVE IN 
RESTRUCTURING ALL THE ORGANS OF POLITICAL DOMINATION." EDITORIAL 
SAID CRITICISM OF HOVE BY ARMY COMMANDER WALLS AND OTHERS 
DEMONSTRATED POLICE AND ARMY HAD A POLITICAL FUNCTION IN SMITH S 
REGIME. THESE KEY POLITICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE REGIME WERE OBVIOUSLY 
OFF LIMITS TO "MUZOREWA, HOVE AND COMPANY." 

3. DAILY NEWS ON MAY 1 COMMENTED ON HOVE'S DISMISSAL, SAYING 

IT HAD EARLIER NOTED THAT HOVE HAD "LEARNED A LITTLE LESSON ON THE 
NATURE OF THE SALISBURY AGREEMENT. LITTLE DID WE KNOW THAT 
THE LESSON WOULD SOON BE DRIVEN HOME." NOTING THAT EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL DECISIONS ARE TO BE REACHED BY CONSENSUS, EDITORIAL 
WONDERED HOW HOVE COULD HAVE BEEN DISMISSED IF MUZOREWA HAD 
NOT AGREED. IF MUZOREWA HAD NOT BEEN INVOLVED, THEN INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT SHAM WAS ALL THE MORE EXPOSED. CHIRAU AND SITHOLE 
WERE BLASTED FOR THEIR STAND IN THE AFFAIR. "THE CHIEF AND THE 
REVEREND MIGHT WELL BE WILLING PUPPETS OF IAN SMITH. BUT 
HOW LONG WILL THE BISHOP CONTINUE TO BE TAKEN FOR A RIDE?" 
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4. EDITORIAL IN PARTY DAILY UHURU OF MAY 3 DREW ATTENTION TO 
HOVE'S PARTING SHOT THAT HIS DISMISSAL EXPOSED SMITH'S PLAN TO 
USE THE SALISBURY SETTLEMENT TO STRENGTHEN HIS OWN POSITION. 
EDITORIAL URGED ALL SELF-RESPECTING ZIMBABWEANS TO ISOLATE 
AND OVERTHROW SMITH. 

SPAIN 
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